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Period study — Superpower relations exemplar student answers

Question 1: Consequences

Exemplar A: Summer 2022 series

Question

1

Explain two consequences of Gorbachev's ‘'new thinking'.

Target: Analysis of second order concepts: conseguence [A02];
Knowledge and understanding of features and characteristics [A01].
AODZ: 4 marks.

AOT: 4 marks.

MB mark each consequence separately (2 x 4 marks).

Lewvel Mark

Descriptor

Mo rewardable material.

« Simple or generalized comment is offered about a conseguence. [A02]

« Generalized information abowt the topic is included, showing limited knowledge amd
understanding of the period. [A01]

« Feawres of the period are analysed to explain a consequence. [AD2]

« Specific information about the topic is added to support the explanation. showing good
knowledge and understanding of the pericd. [A07]

Marking instructions

Markers must apply the descriptors abowe in line with the general marking guidance (page 3L

Performance in AC1 and AD2 is interdependent. An answer displaying mo qualities of AD2 cannot be awarded
mzre than the top of Level 1, no matter how strong performance is in AD07; markers should note that the
expectadon for ADT is that candidates demonstrate both knowledge and understanding.

Indicative content guidance

Answers must be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material im relation to the gualities outlined in
the mark scheme. While specific references are made in the indicative content below, this does notimply that
these must be included; other relevant material must also be credited.

Relevant points may include:

= Gorbachey's ‘mew thinking’ made it clear that defence spending had to be cut and in 1988 the withdrawal of
Soviet troops from the expensive war with Afghanistan began.

» (Gorbachey's ideas led bo improved US-Soviet relations and agreements made, such as the 1937 INF Treazy,
laying the foundations for further reductons in nuclear weapons.

= As part of ‘mew thinking, the Sinatra Doctrine led to the withdrawal of Soviet troops from the USSR's former
satellibe states, and eastern Eurcpean governments were freed from Soviet control.

= Although Gorbachey believed ‘new thinking” would strengthen communist control of eastern Europe, it instead
encouraged the growth of reform movements that rejected communism.
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Answer A — Consequence 1 only

il

Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941-91

Answer ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided.
1 Explain twa consequences of Gorbachev's 'new thinking!
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ijn.t.-l';ﬂ'lmr.ﬂ.J# Q‘urbulw'.:'wan%him Ot
pordesshougliond Lashen Gnopesciined . loailly o free elochin. |
;:’Jm@; fd,l'.l?"ﬂ.....ﬂ i hmmuhmﬁmmﬁ?»{
Spcsang, . (ochachens i bcoduerd  prreshoilta nod Glagnost , fptncass aad |
Lh&&m ..... k= o m;.o.if[,i.wlwtp_m s covabnes ciiﬂl‘l baer
Chamae hoconse Focbachew seallined Vot Lo oeuld b mbeness . D
ek it lieking f.tfw Gouarnady, 3ok veled bacle s pacutr |

Ef{l{,p.ﬁafqﬂh.,m:mi epinaism ronk obdishad n (hage tomabits
el e Bedin Gpdh - oas Aumgsaled,

GCSE History: Period study delegate booklet — updated November 2024 3



Exemplars B and C: Summer 2024 series

Question

1 Explain two consequences of the Prague Spring (Czechoslovakia, 1968).

Target: Analysis of second order concepts: consequence [AO2];
Knowledge and understanding of features and characteristics [AQ1].
AO02: 4 marks.

AO1: 4 marks.

NB mark each consequence separately (2 x 4 marks).

Level | Mark Descriptor

0 No rewardable material.

1 1-2 * Simple or generalised comment is offered about a consequence. [AO2]

e Generalised information about the topic is included, showing limited knowledge and
understanding of the period. [AO1]

2 3-4 * Features of the period are analysed to explain a consequence. [A02]

e Specific information about the topic is added to support the explanation, showing
good knowledge and understanding of the period. [AQ1]

Indicative content guidance

Answers must be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in relation to the qualities
outlined in the mark scheme. While specific references are made in the indicative content below, this
does not imply that these must be included; other relevant material must also be credited.

Relevant points may include:

s Dubcek’s reforms encouraged opposition to communist rule in Czechoslovakia with the formation of
the Social Democrat political party, which wanted even more reform.

» The Soviets and other eastern European governments, concerned that Czechoslovakia might leave

the Warsaw Pact and zllow NATO to expand, sent troops into Prague and removed Dubcek from
power.

* Soviet fears of any further challenges to communist rule led to the Brezhnev Doctrine, which stated

the USSR's right to intervene in its satellite states if events were seen to threaten the security of the
Eastern Bloc.

» The Soviet invasion was met with protests from the West, especially from the USA and Britain, but
without any direct military support for Czechoslovakia.

Answer B

1 Explain two consequences of the Prague Spring (Czechoslovakia, 1968).
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Answer C

Consequence 2:
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Question 2: Analytical narrative

Exemplars D and E: Summer 2023 series

Question

2

Write a narrative account analysing US-Soviet relations in the years 1945-47.

You may use the following in your answer:
* Yalta Conference (February 1945)

e Cominform (1947)

You must also use information of your own.

Target: Analytical narrative (i.e. analysis of causation/consequence/change) [AO2];
Knowledge and understanding of features and characteristics) [AO1].

AO2: 4 marks.

AO1: 4 marks.

Level Mark

Descriptor

No rewardable material.

* A simple or generalised narrative is provided; the account shows limited analysis
and organisation of the events included. [AO2]

¢ Limited knowledge and understanding of the events is shown. [AO1]

* A narrative is given, showing some organisation of material into a sequence of
events leading to an outcome. The account of events shows some analysis of the
linkage between them, but some passages of the narrative may lack coherence and
organisation. [AO2]

¢ Accurate and relevant information is added, showing some knowledge and
understanding of the events. [AO1]

Maximum 4 marks for answers that do not go beyond aspects prompted by the
stimulus points.

* A narrative is given which organises material into a clear sequence of events
leading to an outcome. The account of events analyses the linkage between them
and is coherent and logically structured. [AQ2]

¢ Accurate and relevant information is included, showing good knowledge and
understanding of the key features or characteristics of the events. [AO1]

No access to Level 3 for answers which do not go beyond aspects prompted by the
stimulus points.
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Marking instructions
Markers must apply the descriptors above in line with the general marking guidance (page 3).

Performance in AO1 and AO2 is interdependent. An answer displaying no qualities of AO2 cannot be
awarded more than the top of Level 1, no matter how strong performance is in AO1; markers should
note that the expectation for AO1 is that candidates demonstrate both knowledge and understanding.
The middle mark in Levels 2 and 3 may be achieved by stronger performance in either AO1 or AO2.
Indicative content guidance

Answers must be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in relation to the qualities
outlined in the mark scheme. While specific references are made in the indicative content below, this
does not imply that these must be included; other relevant material must also be credited.

Relevant points may include:

At the Yalta Conference in February 1945, US-Soviet relations were generally positive, with
agreements on issues such as free elections in countries liberated from Nazi control, a United Nations
and the division of Germany into four zones of occupation.

By Potsdam, in July 1945, US-Soviet relations were strained as a consequence of Truman'’s tougher
approach towards Stalin and the USA’s successful testing of an atomic bomb.

In 1946, as a result of reports contained in Kennan’s Long Telegram and the Novikov Telegram both
the USA and USSR became more fearful of a future conflict.

Between 1945-47, major strains in US-Soviet relations developed with the USSR's establishment of
satellite states in eastern Europe under Moscow’s control.

In 1946, relations between the two Superpowers worsened as a result of Churchill’s ‘Iron Curtain’
speech, which was regarded by Stalin as deliberate provocation.

US-Soviet relations significantly deteriorated in 1947, with the USSR'’s setting up of Cominform in
response to the USA’s announcement of the Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan.
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Answer D (annotated — AO1 blue, AO2 red)
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Answer E

2 Write a narrative account analysing US-Soviet relations in the years 1945-47.

(8)

£ N
You may use the following in your answer:

+ Yalta Conference (February 1945)
O
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Question 3: Significance of x fory

Exemplar F: Summer 2022 series

Question

3 Explain two of the following:

» The importance of the Marshall Plan [1947) for relations beoween East
and West.

» The importance of the arms race in the years 1949-53 for the
development of the Cold War.

= The importance of the Carter Doctrine (1980) for relations beoween the
US4 and the USSR,

Target: Analy=is of second order concepts: conseguence/significance [A0Z];
Knowledge and understanding of features and characteristics [A01].

ADZ: 3 marks.

AOT: 3 marks.

MNB mark each part of the answer separately (2 x 8 marks].

Lewvel Mark Descriptor

i} Mo rewardable material.

1 1-2 * A zimple or generalised answer iz given, showing limited development and organisation of
material. [A02]

# Limited knowledge and understanding of the topic is shown. [AC1]

2 3-5 * An explanation is given, showing an attempt to analyse importance. It shows some
reasoning, but some passages may lack coherence and organisation. [AC2]

# Accurate and relevant information iz added, showing some knowledge and understanding
of the period. [A01]

3 6-8 * An explanation is given, showing analysis of importance. It shows a line of reazoning that is
coherent and logically structured. [A02]

# Accurate and relevant information is included, showing good knowledge and
understanding of the required features or characteristics of the period studied. [A01]

Marking instructions

Markers must apply the descriptors above in line with the general marking guidance [page 3L

Performance in A21 and AC2 is interdependent. An answer displaying mo gqualides of AD2 cannot be awarded
maore than the top of Level 1, no matter how strong performance is im AD7a; markers should note that the
expectaton for A0 is thar candidares demonsirate both knowledge and understanding.

The middle mark in Levels 2 and 3 may be achieved by stronger performandce in either ADT or ADZ.

Indicative content guidance

Anzwers must be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in relation to the gualities cwtlined in
the mark scheme. While specific references are made in the indicative content below, this does notimply that
these must be included; other relevant material must also be credited.

The importance of the Marshall Plan {1947) for relations between East and West.
Relevant points may include:

= The different views of the Marzhall Plan, from Truman's stated aim of aiding war-torn Eurcpe to the USER
regarding it as ‘dollar imperialism’, clearly showed the divisions in Europe.

= The Marshall Plan had a significant impact on the ecomomic division of Eurcpe as the West benefitted with
rapidly improving economies whereas eastern European countries were forbidden by Stalim to bemefit from
the USA’s 'dollar imperialism’.

« The Marshall Plan acceleraced the division of Europe inbo East and West, with Stalin setting up Comecon o
develop trade within the Eastern bloc as a means to compete with the West
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» Cominform’s official rejection of the Marshall Plan, together with Soviet propaganda comparing the USA oo
Mazi Germany, increazed the political East-West divide.

Answer F
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Exemplar G: Summer 2024 series

Question

3 Explain two of the following:

e The importance of the Yalta Conference (February 1945) for relations between
East and West.

¢ The importance of Khrushchev’s Berlin ultimatum (1958) for tension between
East and West.

e The importance of SALT 1 for relations between the USA and the Soviet Union in
the 1970s.

Target: Analysis of second order concepts: consequence/significance [AO2].
Knowledge and understanding of features and characteristics [AO1].

AO2: 8 marks.

AO1: 8 marks.

NB mark each part of the answer separately (2 x 8 marks).

Level | Mark | Descriptor

0 No rewardable material.

1 1-2 * A simple or generalised answer is given, showing limited development and
organisation of material. [AO2]

e Limited knowledge and understanding of the topic is shown. [AO1]

2 3-5 * An explanation is given, showing an attempt to analyse importance. It shows some
reasoning, but some passages may lack coherence and organisation. [AO2]

e Accurate and relevant information is added, showing some knowledge and
understanding of the period. [AO1]

3 6-8 * An explanation is given, showing analysis of importance. It shows a line of
reasoning that is coherent and logically structured. [AO2]

e Accurate and relevant information is included, showing good knowledge and
understanding of the required features or characteristics of the period studied.
[AO1]

Marking instructions
Markers must apply the descriptors above in line with the general marking guidance (page 3).

Performance in AO1 and AO2 is interdependent. An answer displaying no qualities of AO2 cannot be
awarded more than the top of Level 1, no matter how strong performance is in AOla; markers should
note that the expectation for AO1 is that candidates demonstrate both knowledge and understanding.

The middle mark in Levels 2 and 3 may be achieved by stronger performance in either AO1 or AQ2.

Indicative content guidance

Answers must be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in relation to the qualities
outlined in the mark scheme. While specific references are made in the indicative content below, this
does not imply that these must be included; other relevant material must also be credited.

The importance of the Yalta Conference (February 1945) for relations between East and West.
Relevant points may include:

s At Yalta, agreements were reached by the Allies to work together on key issues that would impact
East-West relations, such as the division of a post-war Germany and the USSR joining the war
against Japan.

+ At the Yalta Conference, the Allies agreed that, after the Second World War, a United Nations
organisation would be set up to maintain world peace, thereby improving East-West relations.

s At the Yalta Conference, no decision could be reached on the amount of reparations that Germany
should pay, putting some strain on relations between East and West, with the decision postponed for
a later meeting.

s At the Yalta Conference, disagreement over Poland’s future led to tense relations between the Allies;
Stalin’s desires for a pro-communist Polish government were regarded by the West as Soviet
expansionism.
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Answer G
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Examiner commentary on Answers A-G

Question 1

Answer A

The first consequence shows that Gorbachev’s policies of glasnost and perestroika weakened
the USSR’s sphere of influence in eastern Europe, leading eventually to the collapse of
communism in many of those countries.

The link between Gorbachev’s ‘new thinking’ and subsequent developments is made clear
and supported with specific detail.

Answer A received the full 4 marks.

Answer B

This answer received low Level 2 with stronger performance at AO2 with ‘tried to rebel” and
‘advocate its power and controlling abilities’. The response is weaker for AO1 and so
therefore the response is low Level 2.

Answer B received 3 marks.

Answer C

This response is high Level 1. The response from ‘despite the promises of Truman’ onwards
is unrewardable as it shows a misunderstanding of the Truman Doctrine promising to aid
communist countries rather than the principle of containing the spread of communism.

Answer C received 2 marks.

Question 2

Answer D
The response has a clear beginning, middle and end, effectively using the stimulus to frame
their response.

For AO2 there is a clear narrative giving a coherent and logical sequence of events leading to
a conclusion and there is clear linkage between the events (red underline).

For AO1 accurate and relevant information shows good knowledge and understanding of the
key features and characteristics of events within the specified time period of the question
(blue underline).

Answer D received Level 3, 8 marks.
Answer E
The response is mid-Level 2. The response shows a sequence of events but with only some

analysis of the linkage between them. Some accurate and relevant information is added to
show some knowledge and understanding of the events.
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Candidates should try and cover the date range stated in the set question which will allow
them show sufficient information and knowledge for higher marks to be awarded for AOL.

Answer E received 4 marks.

Question 3

Answer F

The answer is high Level 2 because it includes valid, specific detail (although the suggestion
that the Marshall Plan provided military equipment is inaccurate) and suggests that this was
an important policy. It also offers some explanation of the impact of this on East-West
relations.

Answer F is Level 2 and received a mark of 5.

To develop the answer, it could explore the wider aims of economic stability and support for
democracy in other countries, or the impact on the existing divisions between the allies. The
answer explains that the Plan made the USSR suspicious and that war was a possible
outcome; it could go on to explain how it drew Western countries together and exacerbated
the rivalry between East and West, putting pressure on the USSR to offer similar support to
the satellite states.

Answer G
Answer G is Level 3.

An analysis of importance is shown for AO2 with comments such as ‘relations ... were
good’, ‘they were agreeing to help each other’, ‘this agreement strengthened East and West
relations’.

For AOL1 there is clear accurate and relevant information showing good knowledge and

understanding with the correct names of the three leaders present at Yalta, discussions over
Germany and the fight against Japan.
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