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This pack is for delegates attending the GCSE History network event for the Period study.  

This pack contains the exemplar material that you will need during the meeting, as well as a 

space to type any notes or comments. 

 

This GCSE History network will allow delegates to: 

 

• remind themselves of purpose, content structure and assessment model for the Period 

study 

• review and discuss student exemplar answers 

• network and share teaching ideas and strategies  
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Period study – Superpower relations exemplar student answers 

 
Question 1: Consequences 

 

Exemplar A: Summer 2022 series 
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Answer A – Consequence 1 only 
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Exemplars B and C: Summer 2024 series 
 

 

 
 

Answer B 
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Answer C 
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Question 2: Analytical narrative 

 

Exemplars D and E: Summer 2023 series 
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Answer D (annotated – AO1 blue, AO2 red) 
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Answer E 
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Question 3: Significance of x for y 

 

Exemplar F: Summer 2022 series 
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Answer F 
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Exemplar G: Summer 2024 series 
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Answer G 
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Examiner commentary on Answers A–G 

 
Question 1 

 
Answer A 

The first consequence shows that Gorbachev’s policies of glasnost and perestroika weakened 

the USSR’s sphere of influence in eastern Europe, leading eventually to the collapse of 

communism in many of those countries. 

 

The link between Gorbachev’s ‘new thinking’ and subsequent developments is made clear 

and supported with specific detail. 

 

Answer A received the full 4 marks. 

 

Answer B 

This answer received low Level 2 with stronger performance at AO2 with ‘tried to rebel’ and 

‘advocate its power and controlling abilities’. The response is weaker for AO1 and so 

therefore the response is low Level 2. 

 

Answer B received 3 marks. 

 

Answer C 

This response is high Level 1. The response from ‘despite the promises of Truman’ onwards 

is unrewardable as it shows a misunderstanding of the Truman Doctrine promising to aid 

communist countries rather than the principle of containing the spread of communism. 

 

Answer C received 2 marks. 

 

 

Question 2 

 
Answer D 

The response has a clear beginning, middle and end, effectively using the stimulus to frame 

their response. 

 

For AO2 there is a clear narrative giving a coherent and logical sequence of events leading to 

a conclusion and there is clear linkage between the events (red underline). 

 

For AO1 accurate and relevant information shows good knowledge and understanding of the 

key features and characteristics of events within the specified time period of the question 

(blue underline). 

 

Answer D received Level 3, 8 marks. 

 

Answer E 

The response is mid-Level 2. The response shows a sequence of events but with only some 

analysis of the linkage between them. Some accurate and relevant information is added to 

show some knowledge and understanding of the events. 
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Candidates should try and cover the date range stated in the set question which will allow 

them show sufficient information and knowledge for higher marks to be awarded for AO1. 

 

Answer E received 4 marks. 

 

 

Question 3 

 
Answer F 

The answer is high Level 2 because it includes valid, specific detail (although the suggestion 

that the Marshall Plan provided military equipment is inaccurate) and suggests that this was 

an important policy. It also offers some explanation of the impact of this on East-West 

relations. 

 

Answer F is Level 2 and received a mark of 5. 

 

To develop the answer, it could explore the wider aims of economic stability and support for 

democracy in other countries, or the impact on the existing divisions between the allies. The 

answer explains that the Plan made the USSR suspicious and that war was a possible 

outcome; it could go on to explain how it drew Western countries together and exacerbated 

the rivalry between East and West, putting pressure on the USSR to offer similar support to 

the satellite states. 

 

Answer G 

Answer G is Level 3.  

 

An analysis of importance is shown for AO2 with comments such as ‘relations … were 

good’, ‘they were agreeing to help each other’, ‘this agreement strengthened East and West 

relations’.  

 

For AO1 there is clear accurate and relevant information showing good knowledge and 

understanding with the correct names of the three leaders present at Yalta, discussions over 

Germany and the fight against Japan. 

 

 


